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; RUSSO DOUBTS TRIO 



HAD INTENT 
\ ACTUAL ROLE 

:■ Y/itness Says He Took No Part 
in JFK Assassination Plot 




Defense attempted to chal 
ler.se his stability, and ask.: 
! Russo if he ever attempted 
! take his own life, .or tf he e 
[jumped from a sen ooP wine 
j Getting the court to pe 



Thursday were First Asst. Dis- 
•* trict Attorney Charles Ward, 

• ar.d Assistant District Attorneys 

* j James Alcock and Alvin V. 



Tcrrv Raymond Rus =o, the state’s star witness in 
it:- Kennedy assassination- conspiracy, told the special 
. thvee-;udge preliminary tearing Thursday that he did 
not think Lee Harvey Oswald, Clay Shaw ar.d DaVid W. 
Ferrie intended to participate actively in a murder 
attempt. 

Russo, beginning to show signs of the strain of 2 Vi 
days on the witness stand, denied under cross examina- 
tion that he took any part in the assassination plot. 

“You weren’t part of it?” asked defense attorney 
F. Irvin Dymar.d. 

“No, sir,” came Russo’s reply. 

“Was it understood that these three men would 
actively participate in the assassination?” 

“I didn’t get that impression, no.” 

*■ “Was Dallas mentioned?" — 

“No,” answered Russo. 

“That’s all," Dymond said, ;Dr. Chetia to testify was an irr.- 
brir.ging to an end his cross . porta.nt point fer the state. Dy- 
examination which started rr.o.nd objected strenuously to 
Wednesday morning. I’Chetta’s testimony ar.d at or.e 

Shaw sat erect and smoked ■ point Judge Matthew S. Brar.iff 
ahnost continuously. He will . ; snapped a; Dymond: 



77-7 

<Jr 3 

i The hearing w;i! resume at; 

1C a. m. F:-iday. • j 

, Other key developments in_ 

testimony Tnu^sday inc/udec: (inaicats pag«, nam* ©f 
— Russos admission that he! nsw» P ap#r, city and ©tat©.) 
wes questioned under hypnosis.; 

• —The; ne did net remember’ 
ir.w exec: dutes that he was! 

hypnotic. d. I Page 2 

—He gave the first names of 
two other persons attending a 

;• :ty at Feme's home prior to. m ^ 

t..j meeting to pto: the assas- — The Tinea -Picayune 
sanation. # * New Orleans $ La * 

Russo claims that at a meet 



at Feme’s apartment at, 
TniiU : ana ave_ nkvvv.. he; 



Following Russo to k.e *it-, was testifying under hypnosis 
ness st^r.d was Dr. Nicho.^s and a j so ^ at ^ tr j cd 

• -*P- CheliL Or^ea?^ P©.LH Ui^ himself. Where do you get off 
I oner, tnfc fourth witness the , ■ jeetio^ now?” 

state called in the court session 1 Judge ^ rnard j Bager t is 
to determine ^ there is prob- £ e member of the 

able cause to hold Shaw for co . jrt p ne ^; r( J j ud g e on ^he 

tr:aL panel is Malcolm V. O’Hara. 

CONSIDERED SANE Other defense attorneys are 

Chetta told the court he con- Edward F. Wegmann, William 
sicers Russo sane. • ’ Wegmann and Salvatore Pan- 

zeca. 

Arguing the case for the state 



ing 

3320 Louisiana aveL pkwy., he! - 
heard Oswald, Shaw and Ferrie j 
plot to assassinate President' 
Kennedy. 

Oswald was named by the 
Warren Commission as the lone 
assassin. 

Ferrie, who denied ever hav- 
ing known Oswald, died last 
Feb. 22. a few days after his 
name was mentioned in pub- 
lisned reports about District At- 
torney Jim Garrison’s probe. 

•Shaw Denied Being 
'Involved in Plot 

! Snaw was arrested March 1 
:ar.d is Tree on a $10,000 bond. 

He denied knowing either Os- 
wald or Ferrie and said he 
never was involved in a conspir- ( 
iev of any kind. 

V Thursday, James Le wallen, | 
who was subpenaed late Wed- 
nesday by the state, was no: 
called as a witness. Lewallen 
was identified as a former; 
roommate of Feme’s when the 
two lived in Kenner. Russo said 1 
that he first met Ferrie at his: 
home in Kenner. J 

Defense, meanwhile, asked for, 
subp^nas for , Manue’ G arcia: 
Gojh lg< and Julio buie rMT^e-; 
ITcvtato beTne” two[ Spanish-; 
speaking men Russo testified: 
were at Feuic'u *Ke night of,| 
but prior to, the plot meeting, j 
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He’ referred to' them’ onlj bv| 
the first names of ^anuei ■••<* 
a name Sounding ‘like Fulian 

or Julian. ‘ .. 

Judge Bagert said at the 
close of Thursday's session. 

“The hearing has aTl the ear- 
marks of concluding tomor- . 
row, hopefully early." 

Dr. Chetta, on resumption of 
the questioning, told the cour, 
that sodium pentathol was ^ad- 
ministered to Russo in the op- 
erating room suite" at >.ercy 
Hospital. The doctor said a sa-. 
line solution was injected firs.. 
then the sodium pentatho.. Pres- 
ent for the administering, he 
Isaid, were Russo, assistant d:s- 
'trict attorneys Oser and J&. 
dr ew SciV -hb and Prs. (Rjcn- 
arSlT TZep^hjck and Jam.cs_A . 

I 

fe'showed Dr. Chetta a 
document that Oser said was 'a 
release form used by ^ercy 
Hospital. 

The questioning picks up here: 
Q.: Prior to administering tr.e 
sodium pentathol. did you ex- 
plain the release form to Hus- 

*° A.: Yes I to’dVim of it. Rus- 
so said he would consent. I 
told him to read it care.u.iy. ; 

Q.: How many occasions did 
you see Russo before giving him 
sodium pentathol? 

' A.: One. . 

Q.: How many after giving 
him the sodium pentathol? 

A.: Approximately six times. 
Dr. Chetta said he was pres- 
ent when Russo was put un- 
der hvpnosis three limes. He 
said the first time «»< hl * . 
coroner's office. The second ■ 
time was jy First Assistant 



“I feel Perry Russo M- \ 

; filled all ^the ' legal require- 
ments of sanity," replied Dr. ! 

| chetta. "This was decided 
from talking with him, ob- 
■ serving him, listening to his 
conversations, his past his- 
tory, hi$ knowledge of current ; 
events; ' his answers were \ 
readily given and comet." ! 
Taking a hypothetical person 
w'-*" fit Russo's descript. on. Oser 
asked Dr. Chetta if he felt tr.e 
person were sar.e In 1962 dur- 
ing the alleged plottirg to «ci:l 
President Kennedy. . .. 

"Ho was not insane sn 1963. 
said Dr. Chetta. "He was sane. 

Continuing on the hypotnetical 
person. Oser asked Cr. Che.ti 
if he felt this person Tuesday' 
and Wednesday on tie witness 
stand, referring to Russo, were 

sane. - i „ 

"His behavior was that of a 
rational , controlled , _weil-d:sci- 

• plir.ed person.” answered Dr. 
•Chetta. 

'/Definitely Not Fake 
by Russo* — Dr. Chetta 



you cased your opinion of 
Russo's sanity?” he asked. ■ 
Again 5 y r«i o n d objected. 
••Ywr honor." he told Judge 
Bagert, "the reliability of so- 
dium pentatho! in court has not 
been established." 

Judge Bagert said it had in 
cases of determining sanity, 
citing the cases of the State 
vs. Esposito and the State vs. 
Modesto. • 

Finallv, Dr. 'Chetta replied. 
"Yes, i-hese conversations or 
statements played a factor in 
determining the sanity." 

After Dr. Chetta said the use 
of hvpr.osis and sodium penta- 
thol 'achieved the same objec- 



t 



District Ati?. W w d's office 
and the third time was again 
in the coroner’s office. 

Dr. Chetta said the adminis- 
tering of sodium pentathol to 
Russo was given under accept- 
ed medical procedures. 

It was here that Oser asked _ 
• Dr. Chetta if Jie felt Perry Rus-j 
so were sane. 



, "Was he faking the sodium 
: pentathol test?" asked Oser. 

"It was definitely not a 
fake by Russo," replied Dr. 
Chetta. ’It was a good re- 
sulting examination. The con- 
vinccr to me wa j that after 
discontinuing the sod.um pen- 
taihol and being plnecd on 
oxygen, Russo cal'cu out. ‘I 
forgot to tell you something, 
Mr. Sciambra.’ ” 

Thereupon, said Dr. Chetta, 
Russo recited an incident that 
he had related while under the 
influence of the drug. 

Qw- asked Dr. Chetta if 
Russo made statements to him 
before administering sodium 
pentathol and after administer- 
ing that were substantially the 
|same. This drew a vigorous 
objection from the defense, be- 
cause it tended. Dymont said, 
to inject the results of sodium 
! pentathol tests as evidence. 

I Oser rephrased -the ques- 
tion. "Was this rart of what 



MVJ. — - * , 

tive — removing any ir.emal 
blocks— the state asked for a 
recess until Friday at 10 a. m. 

After a recess for lunch, 
Dvmcrd told the bench that 
the defense learned of anoth- 
er tape-recorded interview 
that was made with Russo— 
bv Charles E Ray- Jiew* di- 
rector of WTIX racio. Dy- 
mond motioned that Ray. who 
was present in tlic court, be 
subpenaed to testify on the 
rec n rdcfi Interview. Judge 
Bagert put Ray under a ver- 
bal subpena. and it was mu- . 
rated that the defense wi.l 
call him to testify later in : 
the hearing. I 

After Russo was returned to. 
stand for further cross-ex-, 
a-iratior. Dym.cr.d asked him' 
v.-as ever hypnotized oth-, 
e- *har instances he mentioned; 
ec- : 'er. Fc sric he was not. | 
Russo told cf seeing Feme: 
practice hypnotism, and added 
Tu r . ■r<' (Russo' attempted un-j 
successfully to hypnotize some-j 
one. He tcld the court that he 
never took any courses or oth-j 
er training in hypnotism. 

Returning to the subject o. 
the aliened four-man meeting 
in Ferric’s apartment during 
September of 1903. Dymor.d 
2 «kcd Russo to explain his in- 
terpretation of “tnangulation. 
ar.d what Fcrrie meant by the 
term. 

Russo quoted Ferne as once 
telling of a -woman who ran 
uo to a car bearing fo. me* 
President Dwight D. Eisenhow- 



er and openmg'hff purse ^ 
fore authon’aes em d 
her If someone can get tlus 
close and- "c‘ r*re 

St Ferir'thln f adTe4 the witness 
continued, that if two people 
wee ir the act. the man in t.-e 
rear could fire a shot to divert 
fbp cholic's attention and the 
Sort man "could fire, the shot 
that would do the job. 

Russo said Ferne W 2 S in 
hab : ‘ cf gesturing witdiy to U- 
lustra’? his conversation, and 
he thrust three fingers m.o t.e 
ai- when referring to triar.gu.a- 
t : o- Working under this p.an, 
either two of three in the as- 
sassir.a’.ion plot would have to 
be sacrificed. The third person 
would go free; or one of tee 
trio would be the scapegoa.. a..d 
the other two would go free. - I 
He quoted Feme as saying, 
that, under this plan, all three 
men would be firing at the 
President. . . J 

"What was to deter ^r‘, e , 
which one would be sacrificed. ; 

questioned Dy’™’"' 1 ** 1 

Russo testified that th.s 



j point was not mentioned dur- . 
•] ing the meeting'. ” 

It was at this time that Dym- 
lond asked Russo if he was under 
ithe impression that the three 
men in question-Oswald, Ferrie 
iar.d Shaw— were actually to 
•participate in the assassination. 

I "1 didn't get that impression. 
W" replied Russo. 
i The conversation in the apart- 
Imer.t. Russo said, then turned 
!to how assassins wou.i leave 
the countrv after the murder. 

Russo said the man going by 
the name Clem Bertrand, whom 
he later identified as Shaw, 
argued with Ferrie about the 
thought of flying to Mexico, he 
<a ; d Bertrand maintained tha. 
persons involved would Im- 
mediately be caught- and he.d 

there. ’ ' ., 

' Dvmond then asked if it was 
! understood that either Feme. 
J Oswald or B^trand was to *•- 
• tho person leaving the country 
i Russo replied "no.". 



